
The greenway of wil-
lows, bays, syca-
mores, oaks, and 
eucalyptus trees of-
fers a clue that there 
is a waterway wind-
ing through San 
Leandro. But as you 
approach the cool 
and shady banks of 
the creek that bisects 
the backyards and 
public spaces of this 
very urban area, you 
might expect to see 
quietly babbling wa-
ter on its way down-
stream. But along 
this four mile section 
what you’re more 
likely to encounter is 
a dry creek bed. This 
leads to one of the 
most often asked 
questions that we 

get from students 
and adults alike - 
why is the creek so 
dry? 

 San Leandro 
Creek is a perennial 
creek, that means it 
flows year-round, or 
it should, anyway. 
When Chabot Dam 
was completed in 
1875, it put an end to 
the creek’s free flow-
ing days. Once wide 
enough and deep 
enough for shipping, 
the flow has been 
reduced to a con-
trolled trickle as  
small amounts of 
water are released 
from the Chabot 
Dam spillway.  

 San Leandro 
Creek is split into an 
upstream and down-
stream section. Up-
stream is the head-
waters which flow 
out of the Oakland 
Hills, below the 
slopes of the ancient 
volcano called 
Round Top, to 
Chabot Dam. There 
is water flowing here 
year-round at an av-
erage depth of two 
feet. The down-
stream section  lies 
below the dam and 
except for a few pud-
dles and pools that 
are fed by urban run-
off, the creek is dry 

Where’s The Water?  by Laurey Hemenway 

Volunteer With    
The Friends  

 

Creek Monitoring will 
resume when it starts 

raining. We’ll keep you 
posted. In the meantime 
catch our testing demos 
at the member meetings. 

 

 

 

Coastal Cleanup Day       
Creek Cleanup                          
at Root Park                        
Sat. Sept. 20                

9:30am –12:30pm 
 

For more information on 
these projects check out 
www.fslc.org. To sign up 

please call (510) 577-6069 
or send an email to  
laureyh@fslc.org  
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On July 26, twenty volunteers, including 
members of the San Leandro High School 
Key Club, showed up at the future site of 
the Watershed Education Center to help 
clear vegetation and debris from around 
the building. We were able to fill two six 
yard dumpsters and keep ahead of the 
season’s growth.   

 Thanks to all who pitched and 
helped us with this necessary mainte-
nance of this property. Many thanks to 
ACI for their ongoing support on this and 
all our cleanup projects. 

  

If you were at the 
downtown Farmer’s 
Market on Parrott 
Street on July 30th, 
you may have seen the 
our table. Friends of 
San Leandro Creek 
Watershed Awareness 

Coordinator, Laurey Hemenway and 
Friends board member Jan Woycheshin  
attended this popular weekly event and 
were able to meet and greet and spread 
the message of watershed awareness to 
hundreds of locals. 

  

If you missed our last 
member meeting on Au-
gust 12, then you missed 
a great presentation by 
Elizabeth Z. Bialek, En-
gineering Services Division Manager for 
EBMUD. Ms. Bialek spoke about  the his-
tory of Chabot Dam and what EBMUD is 
doing to ensure it’s function and safety 
well into the 21st century. She also fielded 
many questions about the current drought 
and what we can do to conserve water. 
Join us for our next meeting on 10/14. 
We’ll be discussing bicycle commuting 
and monitoring the creek for pH levels. 

  

 Coastal Cleanup Day 
Creek Cleanup  
 at Root Park 

Saturday September 20 th, 2008 

9:30a.m. – 12:30pm 
 

Be a part of something big –  Coastal Cleanup Day attracts 
over 50,000 volunteers statewide! Help Friends of San Lean-
dro Creek celebrate Coastal Cleanup Day by removing litter  
from San Leandro Creek at Root Park. 
 
Please wear sturdy shoes, long pants and sleeves, and bring 
gloves if you have them. Trash bags, snacks and drinks will be 
provided. For more information, call Laurey Hemenway with 
Friends of San Leandro Creek at 510.577.6069 or visit our web 
site at www.fslc.org to download registration forms. Partici-
pants under 18 years of age are required 
to provide the signature of a parent or 
guardian on the registration form. Chil-
dren under 14 years of age are welcome 
at creek cleanups, but must be accompa-
nied by an adult. We will certify volunteer 
hours for community service. 

Root Park is located on East 14th Street at Hays Street, 

one block north of Davis Street  

in downtown San Leandro. 

On The Scene 

Clean Watershed Tip  

Bike commuting is a great way to not only improve air 
quality, but it also helps keep pollutants out of the 
creek. By riding your bike just 10 miles three times a 
week instead of driving, you can keep 1,021 pounds of 
emissions out of the air and leaking auto fluid off the 
streets and out of waterways. In ad-
dition to the environmental and eco-
nomic advantages, riding your bike 
is great fun and with an average burn 
of 500 calories per hour, it’s an excel-
lent way to be active.   
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 June through November. 

 Most urban creeks have 
been assigned the task of flood 
control. With its deep channel 
and steep banks, San  Leandro 
Creek fits into this role nicely 
and has never required much 
modification for flood control, 
an issue of high interest to grow-
ing communities.  

 Even with its ideal mor-
phology for flood control,  ur-
banization itself has resulted in 
dramatically altering the creek 
and its watershed. Besides being 
dammed, the creek’s channel 
was further deepened in the 
mid-19th century to create a 
more navigable waterway for 
schooners to deliver and take 
away the fruits of the thriving 
agricultural and lumber indus-
try. The creek has also been en-
croached upon to provide more 
land for housing and commer-
cial building, and in some areas 
lined with concrete to counteract 
erosion.  

  Despite these altera-
tions San Leandro Creek has 
avoided the fate of many urban 
creeks. It is one of the few creeks 
in the East Bay that has not been 
covered or tunneled at any point 
of its 21-mile course and remains 
above ground. With the partici-
pation of community 
groups like 
Friends  
of  

 Where’s The Water? 
San 
Leandro 
Creek, parts of the 
creek that run 
through San Leandro 
have been enhanced by stabiliz-
ing the creek’s banks and control-
ling erosion beginning with the 
area around Root Park in the 
early 1990s.   

 Another great advantage 
San Leandro Creek has over other 
creeks in the East Bay is that the 
lands of its watershed are rela-
tively unpopulated and undevel-
oped, protected as parkland by 
the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict and East Bay Municipal Util-
ity District. 

 Perhaps the biggest boost 
to the health and well-being of 
San Leandro Creek has been pub-
lic access. The City of San Lean-
dro, EBMUD, and EBRPD under-
stand the value of letting people 
get close to the creek to see it and 
enjoy it as urban wilderness. They 
support FSLC in providing edu-
cation programs and giving the 
public opportunities to help out 
by participating in cleanup and 
monitoring projects. This commu-
nity engagement helps to over-
come  the perception that the 
creek is off limits and unrelated to 
our daily lives, replacing it with a 

sense of stewardship. Citi-
zens see it as something 
worth preserving and 
protecting for its value 

as wildlife habitat  and 
respite for humans from 
our busy lives.  
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Our Membership  
Every member is vital to 

support the work of FSLC! 

Student $1.00 

Individual $5.00 

Family  $15.00 

Non-Profit Corp. $25.00 

Business $100.00 

When you become a mem-

ber of  Friends of San Lean-
dro Creek you are actively 
supporting our ongoing 
Watershed Education pro-
gram and events like the 
Watershed Festival, creek 
cleanups, and restoration 
and monitoring of the 
creek.  

Please renew or become a 

member by sending your 
name, address, e-mail ad-
dress, and dues to our mail-
ing address: P.O. Box 202, 
San Leandro, CA  94577 



Friends of the San Leandro Environment 
Friends of San Leandro Creek 

P. O. Box 202 
San Leandro, CA  94577-0020 

Meetings are held at 
7:00pm on the second 
Tuesday of every 
other month at the San 
Leandro Library, 300 
Estudillo Avenue. 
Everyone is welcome 
to attend! Check out 
www.fslc.org to con-
firm meeting dates 
and find out what top-
ics will be discussed.  

 

Our Meetings 

Phone: 510.577.6069 
Fax: 510.577.3470 

Email: laureyh@fslc.org 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.fslc.org 

 

2008  Meeting 
Dates 

October 14 

Please recycle       
this news-
letter! 

Thank 
you. 

 

The San Leandro 
Creek Watershed Aware-

ness Program is a comprehensive 

watershed education program funded by  

Alameda County Flood Control and Conserva-

tion District, with additional support from the 

City of San Leandro and implemented by  

Friends of San Leandro Creek..  Thank you to 

the following for your continued support:  

Alameda County Industries, Alameda County 

Public Works, Robert and Lois  C. Braddock 

Charitable Foundation, Pacific Gas and Elec-

tric Company, and FSLC Members 

and Volunteers. 

  


