
Virtual Meeting;  

June 15, 6:30 PM 

Click Eventbrite site to register 

   General Meeting: 

                                                                         Officers and Board of Directors:                                                              

President  Michael Gregory; Vice President  Lary Huls, Secretary Jan Woycheshin, Treasurer  Carol Bardoff,            

   Membership Coordinator  Claudia Taurean, Member at Large  Mike Vukman                                    

 Watershed Awareness Coordinator/Newsletter Editor Susan Levenson 

              Friends of San Leandro Creek is a 105(c)(3) non-profit organization made up of citizens, students,             
  and  businesses dedicated to improving community understanding and awareness of                                      
           San Leandro Creek and its watershed. 

 

(Continued in next column) 

Sometimes it’s gratifying to know where 
we’ve come from — our history. I received 
this   presentation from the Friends’ new 
Board VP, Lary Huls. In his tongue in cheek 
version of San Leandro history, Lary       
actually starts before the beginning. He 
includes   delightful details that died-in-
the-wool San Leandrans will surely         
recognize. This piece is all about the Plaza 
in San Leandro, the official center of town. 
An important detail we will add is that the  
Plaza in San Leandro is located where it 
has always been for a very real  reason. 
San Leandro Creek was an important 
source of water for early residents. And, it 
has always been a tidal  waterway. That 
means when the tide is up on the Bay,     
water rises in the creek. Brackish tides 
historically reached all the way from the 
Bay to E 14th Street. Trading with small 
boats could take place four times a day 
(two in, two out) on that tide, thus making 
that area a natural center of commerce.  

We hope you find Lary’s Plaza tutorial           
informative and entertaining. It should be     
enjoyed with a full picnic basket.  

 

 

(Continued on pg. 2) 

Upcoming Events  

• General Meeting: June 15 6:30 PM 
Amos White from 100K Trees 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/amos-white-
presents-100k-trees-tickets-157677215797 

• Creek Cleanups TBD Group volunteer         
activities are not yet cleared through the 
City of San Leandro 

  Spring/Summer 2021 

  It All Started With… 
A History of San Leandro, its Plaza               
 and How it All got Here 
Words and illustrations By Lary Huls 

This Issue: 

 
B e f o r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e r e  w e r e  
h o t  l u m p s  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  
d o w n  a n d  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a    
m o l t e n  s c u m  o f  r o c k s .  T h e s e         
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  l u m p s  c a m e  t o g e t h e r  
t o  f o r m  t h e  f i r s t   u n i o n ,  o u r  s u n ,  
t h e  h e a t i n g  s y s t e m .  A n d  a b o v e  
t h i s  g l o w i n g  g a s  b a g  r o t a t e d  t h e  
e a r t h ,  a  c a t e y e  a m o n g  a g g i e s * .  
L a t e r ,  w h e n  i t  c o o l e d  d o w n  d u r i n g  
t h i s  e x t i n c t  t i m e ,  c l a m o s a u r s  a n d  
o y s t e r e t t e s  a p p e a r e d  a s             
a p p e t i z e r s .  M i l l i o n s  o f  m o n t h s  
a n d  2 8  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e s e             
o y s t e r e t t e s  m i g r a t e d  o n  t h e i r  
f a k e  f e e t  t o  N o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  
a n d  s e t t l e d  i n .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e s e  
s p l i t  a n d  e v o l v e d  i n t o  g r i z z l y  
b e a r s  a n d  o a k  t r e e s .   

* h t t p : / / w w w . f i r e s i g n t h e a t r e . c o m  
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1 8 8 0  S i d e w a l k  h e r e  i s  p r o b a b l y  m a d e  
f r o m  o y s t e r  s h e l l s !  C u r b  a n d  s h o r t      
r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  h o w e v e r  a r e  c o n c r e t e .  
P e o p l e  u s e d  c o n c r e t e ,  a s  f a r  b a c k  a s  
t h e  R o m a n  E m p i r e — b y  a d d i n g  l i m e  t o  
g r a v e l ,  s a n d  o r  c l a y .  T h i s  r e q u i r e d  
l i m e  f r o m  a   n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t  t h e  
O h l o n e  t h o u g h t f u l l y  l e ft  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
p l a c e ,  a n d  M r .  M u l f o r d  w a s  h a r v e s t i n g  
b y  t h e  b u s h e l :  O y s t e r  s h e l l s .  N o t e  n o  
H e r r s c h e r  b u i l d i n g  y e t ,  b u t  s o m e o n e  
i s  s e l l i n g  l a n d ;  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  t a v e r n ,  
s t o r i n g  b e e r  k e g s  o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k    
a w n i n g .  1 s t  s i g n  o f  f o u n t a i n .  

T h e n  s o m e  p e o p l e  
c r o s s e d  t h e  b r i d g e  
a n d  s t o l e  t h e  b e a r ’ s  
l a n d .  T h o s e  p e o p l e  
t h a t  e n d e d  u p  i n  w h a t  
c a m e  t o  b e  k n o w n  a s  S a n  L e a n d r o .  T h e y  c a l l e d          
t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  L i s j a n  O h l o n e .  S t i l l  n o  p i c n i c        
b a s k e t s  b e c a u s e  t h e  b e a r s  w e r e  s t i l l  a r o u n d  . T u l e s  
w e r e  e v e r y w h e r e .  E v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t u l e  w a s  u s e d -  
f o r  h o u s e s ,  l o d g e s ,  b o a t s ,  d e c o y s  a n d  r a m a d a s .  T h e  
L i s j a n  d i d n ’ t  p a s s i v e l y  p l u c k  t h e  t u l e ,  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  
f a r m e d  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  t h e m  t o  g e t  t h e  b e s t  y i e l d .   

I n  1 8 2 0 ,  a ft e r  t i m e  w a s  i n v e n t e d ,  t h e  M e x i c a n  a r m y  
c a m e  t h r o u g h  a n d  s t o l e  t h e  l a n d  f r o m  t h e  L i s j a n  

a n d ,  b y  1 8 4 2 ,  h a d  d i v i d e d  u p  t h e  l a n d  i n t o  t w o  h u g e  l a n d  g r a n t s .  T h e   
a r e a  f r o m  S a n  L o r e n z o  c r e e k  t o  S a n  L e a n d r o  C r e e k  w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
g r a n t e d  t o  J o a q u i n  E s t u d i l l o .  W h i l e  E s t u d i l l o  w a s  w o r k i n g  h i s  w a y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  L a n d  G r a n t  p r o c e s s ,  p e o p l e  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e            
c o n f u s i o n ,  m o v e d  i n  a n d  s t o l e  p a r t s  o f  h i s  l a n d .  T h e r e  w e r e  s o  m a n y  o f  
t h e s e  f o l k s  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s  S q u a t t e r v i l l e .  O n e  s u c h  
s q u a t t e r  w a s  M u l f o r d  w h o  s t a r t e d  o y s t e r  f a r m i n g .  U l t i m a t e l y  J u a n a  
( S e n o r a  E s t u d i l l o )  g a v e  2 0 0  a c r e s  t o  b e c o m e  a  t o w n .  B u i l d i n g s  s o o n  
s t a r t e d  b e i n g  b u i l t  a r o u n d  w h a t  b e c a m e  t h e  S a n  L e a n d r o  P l a z a .   

 
A n d  t h a t  w a s  S a n  L e a n d r o  f o r  s e v e r a l      
m i l l i o n  m o r e  m o n t h s .  A n d  t h e  b e a r s  a n d  
o a k s  w e r e  h a p p y .  N o t i c e ,  w i t h  a l l  t h o s e  
b e a r s ,  n o  p i c n i c  b a s k e t s .  

Eucalyptus trees  at San Leandro Creek 

 
1 8 6 0  E s t u d i l l o  H o u s e  
T r a c k s  t u r n  a n d  g o  
d o w n  W a r d / E s t u d i l l o  
t o  t h e  B a y .  
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Eucalyptus trees at San Leandro Creek 

1 8 9 2  T h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  t r a i n   
g o i n g  d o w n  H a y w a r d s  S t .  ( l a t e r  E  1 4 t h  
S t . )  T h i s  s h o w s  w h a t  a  c i v i c  g a t h e r i n g  
p l a c e  t h e  P l a z a  b e c a m e .  J u l y  4           
c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  C h e r r y       
F e s t i v a l  t o o k  p l a c e  h e r e .  N o t e  n e w l y   
p l a n t e d  p a l m s .  T h e r e  w a s  o n e  i n  e a c h  
c o r n e r .  

1 8 9 6  H e r r s c h e r  b u i l d i n g  -  a  v e r y  f a n c y  
Q u e e n  A n n e  s t y l e  b u i l d i n g .  N o t e  p i c n i c s  
a r e  a l l  o v e r  s o  b e a r s  h a v e  b e e n          
d i s p l a c e d .  T r a i n  i s  s i t t i n g  a t  o d d  a n g l e ,  
o ff  a n y  a v a i l a b l e  t r a c k ,  ( s e e  t r a i n         
c u r t a i n s ) ,  f l a g p o l e  p l a t f o r m .  L a t e r  s i t e  
o f  r e s c u e  w h e n  a  m a n  d o i n g  w o r k  u p  
t h e r e  f e l l  o ff  a n d  d a n g l e d  u n t i l       
s o m e b o d y  c l i m b e d  u p  a n d  r e s c u e d  h i m .  

 

1 9 3 0 ’ s  N o t e  h a l f  g r o w n  p a l m s  i n  
b a c k g r o u n d ;  a t  4 ,  7  a n d  1 1  
o ’ c l o c k .    

 
1 9 4 0 - 4 5   

N o t e  S a f e w a y  ( 9  o ’ c l o c k ) ;  t o d a y  
i t  i s  a b o u t  1 0 0  y a r d s  t o  t h e  
s o u t h .  A l s o  n o t e  C h o p  S u e y  h o u s e  
a t  3  o ’ c l o c k .  S o m e  o r i g i n a l      
C h i n e s e  p r e s e n c e  r e m a i n e d  ( a ft e r  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  d a m  a t  L a k e  
C h a b o t ) .  

  

 

1930’s 

(Continued on pg. 4 

Ca: 1914 

 
1 9 1 4  M i x e d  v e h i c l e s ;  w i d e  s i d e w a l k  s t i l l  
a p p e a r  t o  b e  c r u s h e d  o y s t e r  s h e l l s .  



 

 

            

            

 

          
         

 
     
 
 
 
  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S i z z l e r  i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  E s t u d i l l o  
H o u s e .   A t  l e a s t  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  t a b l e s  a n d  
c h a i r s  t h e r e .  A n d  a  n a t i v e  o a k .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  
p a l m s  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  b a c k ,  b u t  t h e y  
h a v e  n o  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o a k  a n d  r e a l l y  
l o o k  l i k e  a  m i s g u i d e d  p a t c h  j o b .   

1 9 6 8  

A l l  s o u l  g o e s  o u t  o f  t h e  p l a z a .       
P r i m a r i l y  a  p l a c e  f o r  c a r s  t o  p a r k .  
N o  s e a t i n g ,  e v e r y t h i n g  r e d u c e d  t o  
s q u a r e s  b o x i n g  i n  t h e  t r e e s ,  w h i c h  
h a v e  n o  r e a s o n  t o  b e  t h e r e .        
S o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s ,  t h e  
p l a z a  i s  t o r n  o u t  a n d  r e p l a c e d  i n  i t s  
c u r r e n t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  

N o t e  t r e e s  i n  b a c k g r o u n d  w h e r e  
c r e e k  i s  l o c a t e d .  T o d a y  t h e y  a r e  
a b o u t  1 5 0  y e a r s  o l d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
t h e y  a r e  e u c a l y p t u s ,  s t i l l  g r a n d  o l d  
t r e e s  a t  a b o u t  5  f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r .  

 

F o u n t a i n  h a s  b e e n  a  c o n t i n u o u s  f e a t u r e  
a l m o s t  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  
h a s  m o v e d .  I t  i s  n o w  a b o u t  1 5  f e e t  f r o m  
i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e .   

O l d  a n d  n e w  t o g e t h e r .  B e s t ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  
o f  w h a t  b e c a m e  C a t e r p i l l a r  t r a c t o r ,  b u i l t  
t h i s  b u i l d i n g  t o  b e  a  b a n k .  

Today  

Eucalyptus trees  at San Leandro Creek 

Best Building Built 1910 
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A l l  i s  n o t  l o s t :  T h e  B e s t  B u i l d i n g  &  t h e  r o v i n g  f o u n t a i n .  

P a v e  w a y  f o r :  T h e  c u r r e n t  P l a z a ,  p a r k i n g !  

L o s t  a r t :  T h e  B e a r s ,  t h e  L i j a n ,  E s t u d i l l o  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  
H e r r s c h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  A n d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  c h a r m i n g  P l a z a  i t s e l f .  

T r u e  b l u e :  T h e  c e l e b r a t e d  s u n n y  s k i e s  o f  S a n  L e a n d r o .   

B e g ,  b o r r o w ,  s t e a l :  T h e  p a l m s  a n d  t h e  l a n d  i t s e l f .  

J u s t  d e s e r t s :  P i c n i c  b a s k e t s  a r e  n o w  s a f e !  

Lary 

2021 



 

 

            

                                   Only Rain Down The Storm Drain! 

            

       Have you Paid your 2021 Renewal Fee?  It’s so easy (& cheap!!) 

                    

      Friends of San Leandro Creek Membership Application 

  

  Yes, I would like to become a member/renew my membership in   

       the following category: (Please circle one) 

   Student $ 1  Individual $5  Family $15 

                Non-Profit $25  Business $100 

Name:   

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

I have a special skill or interest in:  

  

   Or, click here to pay on-line: http://fslc.org/membership/ for a paper-free membership! 

 ——— ——— ——— ——— ———            ——— 

                   Special Thanks to our Up-To-Date 2021 Members: 
  

         Liam Gaudy     Kelly Havens & Family 

         Virginia MengeFirby & Family    Melanie Cervantes & Family 

         Maureen Forney & Great Old Broads for Wilderness Virginia McManus & Family 

                            Darlene Ceremello & Family 

Make checks and please remit to: 

 

Friends of San Leandro Creek 

C/O RHSD 

835 E. 14th St. 

San Leandro, CA 94577 

 

Friends of San Leandro Creek is a 501(c) 

(3) not for profit corporation. Your do-

nations are tax deductible 

 The San Leandro Creek Watershed  Awareness Program 

is a comprehensive watershed education program     

funded by Alameda County Flood Control and               

Conservation District, with additional support from the 

City of San Leandro, implemented by Friends of San  

Leandro Creek. Thank you to the following for your      

continued support:  Alameda County Public Works, The 

City of San Leandro, The Watershed Project, and FSLC 

Members and Volunteers like you. 

Your name here! 


