
Upcoming Events & 

Activities 

 

 Membership Meeting   

October 15 6:30-8:00 PM  

San Leandro Public Library  

  

 Environmental Forum 

Saturday, November 9              

San Leandro Public Library 

10:30AM 

 

 Creek Clean Up at Root Park  

Saturday, November 16      

9:30-12:30 

Fall/Winter 2013-2014      

Friends of San Leandro Creek is a 105(c)(3) non-profit organization made up of citizens, students, and businesses dedicated to improving                                                    

community understanding and awareness of San Leandro Creek and its watershed. 

                                                                                      Officers and Board of Directors:                 

Michael Gregory  President; Dave Owen Vice President; Jan Woycheshin Secretary, Paul Woycheshin Treasurer;  

Claudia Taurean Membership Coordinator,  Maureen Forney Board Member ,  

Susan Levenson, Watershed Awareness Coordinator/Newsletter Editor 

  Member Meeting :       

on September 18 Tuesday, October 15, 6:30 –8:30 pm 

San Leandro Main Library 

 300 Estudillo Ave. 

 

  It’s a “Moving History”                                      
The Hayward Fault, Then & Now

  

 

 

 

We know we live in Earthquake country and we all know we 

are due for a “big one”. Still people who live here in beautiful 

Northern California build homes, swimming pools, hospitals, 

freeways, and even dams in the heart of this historic trembler  

zone! 

To prepare for the inevitable quake, EBMUD will soon be   

working on the Chabot Dam in an effort to seismically         

upgrade it for safety related concerns. Hearing that 120,000 

cubic yards of dirt will be moved alongside the creek in 

Chabot Park (approximately enough material to cover a    

football field 56 feet high) can make neighbors and creek  

lovers alike nervous. Starting in the fall of 2014, Chabot Park will 

be closed for one year (assuming that the      

project stays on schedule).  There will be heavy 

equipment, noise, dust, traffic issues, causing 

potential ramifications for the creek. However, 

with the history of quakes in this area, those          

annoyances, in my eyes, are thoroughly worth it. 

 

It has been said that looking back in history  is  

the best way to prepare for the future.                   

Understanding the last big event in this area,  

(the 1868 Hayward Earthquake), will help us       

all become better equipped for what will             

undoubtedly come. The fault is ours. I mean, The Hayward 

Fault runs north to San Pablo Bay and south through Fremont. 

San Leandro lies directly in the middle. Scientists have          

determined that the 1868 quake, which occurred before    

seismographs existed, was a magnitude 6.8. The hardest hit 

cities were San Leandro, (with a population of roughly 400 

people), and Hayward (population 500). There were 30 deaths 

attributed to this quake. Today there are more than 2.4 million 

people living right alongside the Hayward Fault(*1). The    

population has   increased since 1868 more than 100 times. 

The only  comparable quake in recent history  is the 6.9 Loma 

Prieta in 1989. Keep in mind, the epicenter was in the Santa 

Cruz   Mountains. 

Interesting information was recently unearthed from            

excavations along the Hayward Fault using radiocarbon    

dating. During the last 1,900 year period, 12 large earth-

quakes, with a magnitude of 6.3 or greater, have occurred 

along the southern portion of  Hayward Fault. Findings show  

FSLC has a NEW Board Member 

This June, FSLC was lucky to elect a new board 

member, Maureen Forney. She has a terrific  

background and will be an important addition to 

FSLC’s leadership team. Maureen is a resident of 

San Leandro and teaches for the SLUSD as a 

fourth grade teacher. She is very  active in many 

environmental issues. She is a BPAC member for 

the City of San Leandro, she is an experienced 

lobbyist in Sacramento, has volunteered for the 

Center for Biological Diversity, was a Climate   

Reality Project Leader, and served on the Board of 

Ecology Action Educational Institute.  

 Welcome Maureen! We look forward 

to working with you! 

USGS Fact Sheet 2008-3019 



P AGE  2  

who said this approximately 5 
year old female is a native 
Oncorhynchus mykiss, or       
Rainbow Trout. Pete 
and  EBRPD Fisheries Resource 
Analyst, Joe Sullivan who   
accompanied us, agreed that 
this beauty was possibly born 
on the creek between Upper 

San Leandro Reservoir and Lake Chabot. If 
you ask me, that’s a lucky day at the golf 
course! 

Squint your eyes and      
pretend you can see 
through murky water…This 
is a trout  we spotted in July 
at Willow Park Golf Course 
in Castro Valley. That’s 
right, San Leandro Creek 
goes through the course. 
We took a field trip to   
Willow Park with EBRPD’s Certified    
Fisheries Biologist, Pete Alexander  

      

 Essentials: 

 Gallon of water for each person per day  

3-7 days. Don’t forget pets! 

 Water purification kit 

 1st Aid Kit (include prescriptions) 

 Fire Extinguisher 

 Food,(+pet food) &can 

opener 

 Radio 

 Flashlights for every family member 

 Extra Batteries 

 Camp stove or small grill, extra gas or 

charcoal 

 Aluminum foil, paper towels, paper plates 

and utensils 

 Blankets 

 Cash 

 Hygiene supplies (trash bags, soap, 

shampoo, toothpaste/brushes, toilet 

paper, feminine hygiene products, 

bleach 

Tools and Safety Supplies: 

 Gloves 

 Disinfectant cleaner 

 Ax, shovel, knife, screwdrivers, 

      broom, pliers and hammer 

 Adjustable wrench for turning off 

gas and plumbing lines 

 Rope 

 Candles and 

matches/lighter 

 Light sticks, 

 Flares 

 Extra clothes 

 Paper and pens 

 Roll of plastic 

 Duct tape and stapler gun 

Place items in large storage bins. Replenish water every 6 

months and food according to expiration dates. 

THE  SPLASH   FALL/W INTER  2013-14 

Native Trout spotted at Willow Park Golf Course 



THE  SPLASH   FALL/W INTER  2013-14 P AGE  3  

Earthquake (cont. from pg. 1) 

preliminary comments, as had the City of San     

Leandro, along with many interested agencies, like 

East Bay Regional Park District, California Dept of 

Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, The U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers, etc. 

This fall/winter there will be a period when EBMUD 

will hold public meetings and hearings.  FSLC          

encourages you to speak freely about what        

environmental concerns you have. Our website 

(www.FSLC.org), as well as local news agencies,   

will post these meeting’s respective times and           

locations.  

FSLC has been walking alongside and diligently 

tracking every bit of information about this upgrade. 

Our 1st concern obviously, after the safety of our 

neighbors, is the health of our creek. While the dam 

upgrade is important for the safety of our           

community, FSLC will watch carefully and work 

closely with EBMUD for the protection of San      

Leandro Creek. 

 

*1. 1868 Hayward Earthquake: 140—Year Retrospect 

RMS Special Report. 11/10 

*2.EBMUD Public Meeting Notice. 9/18/12 

large quakes hit in the years 1315, 1470, 1630, 

1725, and 1868. These earthquakes struck at 

intervals of 95 -160 years, with an average     

interval of 138 years. This October marks the 

145th anniversary of the   Hayward Quake. 

 

The Lake Chabot Dam was built in the 1870s, 

after the big quake. The dam maintained   

structural  integrity through the 1906 and Loma 

Prieta earthquakes. It was retrofitted in 1980. 

Now upgrades to that retrofit will occur below 

the dam flood gates to surface fill added in the 

1980s. I guess my father was right to say “things 

were built to last in the old days!” In the case of 

a large quake, EBMUD feels the fill may “slump 

approximately 3 feet”. There is 23 feet between 

the dam and the water, leaving 20 feet of    

protection even after such an event. EBMUD’s 

objectives of the Lake Chabot Dam upgrade 

project are to “improve the dam embankment 

to withstand shaking generated by the        

maximum credible earthquake (MCE) on the       

Hayward Fault without significant strength loss 

and to prevent damage to the outlet 

works…(so they can) remain operational       

following the earthquake.” (*2) EBMUD will also 

improve the outlet works. This means lining the 

old masonry shaft with steel and replacing   

hardware. The outlet works are used to release 

water. 

If you are concerned about being impacted by 

this project, be aware of the following. EBMUD is 

mandated to do an EIR (Environmental Impact 

Report). This fall the Draft EIR is due. FSLC has 

made  

Alameda County Courthouse in San Leandro in 1856 & again 
after 1868 quake.  
“San Leandro Historical Photographs and Document Collection #s 1, 12. 

USGS Fact Sheet 2008-3019 

See Earthquake Tips on page 2 



 

    Friends of San Leandro Creek 

    C/O RHSD 

    835 E 14th St. 

    San Leandro, CA 94577 

Please recycle  this 
newsletter! 

Thank you. 

Only Rain Down The Storm Drain! 

 P AGE   4  

Have you checked out our       

“new” web site?  

  Friends of San Leandro Creek Membership Application 

 

Yes, I would like to become a member/renew my membership in the following category: 

       (Please circle one) 

                Student $ 1  Individual $5  Family $15 

 Non-Profit $25  Business $100 

 

Name:   

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

I have a special skill or interest in:  

 

Make checks and please remit to: 

 

Friends of San Leandro Creek 

C/O RHSD 

835 E. 14th St. 

San Leandro, CA 94577 

 

Friends of San Leandro Creek is a 501(c) (3) not for 

profit corporation. Your donations are tax deductible 

 

 The San Leandro Creek Watershed Awareness Program is a         

comprehensive watershed education program funded by  Alameda County 

Flood Control and Conservation District, with additional support from the City 

of  San Leandro  implemented by Friends of  San  Leandro Creek. Thank you 

to the following for your continued  support:  Alameda County Industries, 

Alameda County Public Works, Robert and Lois C. Braddock Charitable      

Foundation, and FSLC Members and Volunteers. 


